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VEHICLE CONTROL APPARATUS

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates to a vehicle control apparatus.

A Japanese Patent Application Publication No. 2010-
208462 discloses a conventional vehicle control apparatus
which is arranged to actuate electric parking brakes provided
on the rear wheel side after a predetermined time elapsed
from a timing at which wheel cylinder pressures of wheels are
held during a stop of a vehicle on a sloping road, and to
decrease the held hydraulic pressures.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In the above-described conventional vehicle control appa-
ratus, there is a need for decreasing an unnatural feeling due
to a variation of a posture of a vehicle body and a brake noise
when the wheel cylinder hydraulic pressures are decreased.

It is, therefore, an object of the present invention to provide
a vehicle control apparatus devised to solve the above men-
tioned problem, and to decrease the unnatural feeling due to
the variation of the posture of the vehicle body and the brake
noise when the wheel cylinder pressures are decreased.

According to one aspect of the present invention, a vehicle
control apparatus comprises: a first braking force generating
section configured to actuate, by a hydraulic pressure, wheel
cylinders which are mounted on a vehicle, which are con-
nected through hydraulic pipes with a master cylinder, and
which are provided, respectively, to a plurality of wheels, and
thereby to generate a braking force to the wheels; a second
braking force generating section which is provided to one of
the plurality of the wheels, and which is configured to be
mechanically regulated to provide the braking force to the one
of the wheels; a braking force control switching section con-
figured to automatically switch the second braking force gen-
erating section from a non-actuation state to an actuation state
when a predetermined condition is satisfied in an actuation
state of the first braking force generating section and in the
non-actuation state of the second braking force generating
section, to decrease the hydraulic pressure of the first braking
force generating section, and thereby to switch the first brak-
ing force generating section to the non-actuation state; and a
braking force characteristic control section configured to con-
trol a braking force characteristic which is generated by the
first braking force generating section, and which relates to the
switching operation of the braking force control switching
section.

According to another aspect of the invention, a vehicle
control apparatus comprises: a first braking force generating
section configured to actuate, by a hydraulic pressure, wheel
cylinders provided to a plurality of wheels mounted to a
vehicle, and thereby to generate a braking force to the wheels
by sandwiching discs by brake pads; a second braking force
generating section provided to one of the plurality of the
wheels, provided as a section different from the first braking
force generating section, and arranged to provide to a braking
force to the wheels; a first hydraulic pressure generating
section actuation state holding section configured to actuate
the first braking force generating section in accordance with a
brake operation of a driver, and then to hold an actuation state
of the first braking force generating section; a braking force
control section switching section configured to automatically
switch the second braking force generating section from a
non-actuation state to an actuation state when the first hydrau-
lic pressure generating section actuation state holding section
holds the actuation state and a predetermined condition is
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satisfied in the non-actuation state of the second braking force
generating section; and a braking force characteristic control
section configured to control a braking force characteristic
generated by the first hydraulic pressure generating section
actuation state holding section at the switching of the braking
force control section switching section.

According to still another aspect of the invention, a vehicle
control method comprises: stopping a vehicle by sandwich-
ing discs rotating with wheels by brake pads each provided to
afirst braking force generating section by a brake operation of
a driver; holding a braking force by the first braking force
generating sections after the stop of the vehicle until a prede-
termined condition is satisfied; decreasing the braking force
by disengaging the brake pads and the discs by the first
braking force generating sections after the satisfaction of the
predetermined condition; previously decreasing the braking
force by the first braking force generating sections which is
acted to the others of the wheels at switching to an automatic
parking brake which can generate the braking force to one of
the wheels of the vehicle, and which is a section different
from the first braking force generating section; acting the
decreased amount of the braking force to the one of the
wheels; and limiting decrease gradients of the braking forces
generated at the others of the wheels, to a value equal to or
smaller than a predetermined gradient.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a view showing a system configuration of a
vehicle according to a first embodiment of the present inven-
tion.

FIG. 2 is a view showing a hydraulic circuit of a hydraulic
pressure control actuator according to the first embodiment.

FIG. 3 is an illustrative view showing a variation of a
posture of a vehicle body at a switching of a braking force
during a hill hold control.

FIG. 4 is a flowchart showing a flow of the hill hold control
operation performed in a hydraulic pressure unit ECU 2 in the
first embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 5 is a flowchart showing a flow of the hill hold control
operation performed in the hydraulic pressure unit ECU 2 in
the first embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 6 is a calculation map of an allowable hydraulic
pressure decrease gradient.

FIG. 71is atime chart showing an unnatural feeling decreas-
ing function by the hill hold control in the first embodiment
when a brake pedal BP is not depressed at the actuation of the
electric parking brake EPB.

FIG. 8 is a time chart showing the unnatural feeling
decreasing function by the hill hold control in the first
embodiment when the brake pedal BP is depressed at the
actuation of the electric parking brake EPB.

FIG. 9 is a flowchart showing a hill hold control operation
performed in a hydraulic pressure unit ECU 2 in a second
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 10 is a time chart showing an unnatural feeling
decreasing function by the hill hold control in the second
embodiment when the brake pedal BP is not depressed at the
actuation of the electric parking brake EPB

FIG. 11 is a flowchart showing a hill hold control operation
performed in a hydraulic pressure unit ECU 2 in a third
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 12 is a flowchart showing the hill hold control opera-
tion performed in the hydraulic pressure unit ECU 2 in the
third embodiment of the present invention.
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FIG. 13 is a flowchart showing the hill hold control opera-
tion performed in a hydraulic pressure unit ECU 2 in the third
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 14 is a time chart showing an unnatural feeling
decreasing function by a hill hold control in a third embodi-
ment when the brake pedal BP is not depressed at the actua-
tion of the electric parking brake EPB.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

Hereinafter, vehicle control apparatuses according to
embodiments of the present invention will be illustrated in
detail with reference to the drawings.

Vehicle control apparatuses according to embodiments of
the present invention are devised to meet many needs. One of
the needs is to decrease an unnatural feeling by a brake noise
and a variation of a posture of a vehicle body when hydraulic
pressures of wheel cylinders are decreased after an electric
parking brake is actuated at a stop of the vehicle on a sloping
road. The vehicle control apparatuses according to the
embodiments of the present invention are also devised to meet
a need to prevent the vehicle from rolling backwards at a
restart of the vehicle from the stop on the sloping road.

First Embodiment

First, a structure will be illustrated.

FIG. 1 is a view showing a system configuration of a
vehicle according to a first embodiment of the present inven-
tion. FIG. 2 is a view showing a hydraulic circuit of a hydrau-
lic pressure control actuator in the first embodiment. In the
embodiments of the present invention, the vehicle is a FF
vehicle.

[System Configuration]

A hydraulic pressure unit 1 is configured to control the
hydraulic pressures of wheel cylinders of wheels FL, FR, RL,,
and RR in accordance with a command from a hydraulic
pressure unit ECU 2, and thereby to control actuations of
brake calipers (hereinafter, brake calipers of left and right
front wheels FL. and FR are referred to as front calipers, and
brake calipers of left and right rear wheels RLL and RR are
referred to as rear calipers) 3. Each of the calipers 3 is con-
figured to be actuated by the hydraulic pressure of corre-
sponding one of the wheel cylinders, to sandwich a disc (not
shown) rotating as a unit with one ofthe wheels by brake pads
(not shown), and thereby to generate the braking force to the
one of the wheels. Hydraulic pressure unit 1 and brake cali-
pers 3 constitute a main part of a first braking force generating
section.

Hydraulic pressure unit ECU 2 directly receives wheel
speeds sensed by wheel speed sensors 4, a lateral accelera-
tion, a longitudinal acceleration (accelerations in forward and
backward directions), and a yaw rate of the vehicle which are
sensed by a combined sensor 5, and a master cylinder pres-
sure which is sensed by a master cylinder hydraulic pressure
sensor 6. Moreover, hydraulic pressure unit ECU 2 receives,
through communication lines 7, a brake pedal stroke sensed
by a brake pedal stroke sensor 13, a brake operation state
sensed by a brake switch 14, and a signal such as an accel-
erator opening degree from an engine controller (not shown).
Hydraulic pressure unit ECU 2 is communicated through
communication lines 7 with an electrically controlled booster
(electronically controlled booster) ECU 8, an electric parking
ECU 9, the engine controller, and other ECUs.

Electrically controlled booster ECU 8 controls an electri-
cally controlled booster 10, and boosts (amplifies) the brake
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pedal stroke. Electrically controlled booster ECU 8 receives
the brake pedal stroke sensed by brake pedal stroke sensor 13.

Left and right wheels RL and RR are provided, respec-
tively, with left and right electric motors 11RL and 11RR
arranged to actuate left and right rear calipers 3RL and 3RR.
Left and right rear calipers 3RL and 3RR and left and right
electric motors 11R[. and 11RR constitute a main part of an
electric parking brake (second braking force generating sec-
tion) EPB. Left and right electric motors 11R[. and 11RR are
driven in accordance with a command from electric parking
ECU 9. Electric parking ECU 9 is configured to drive electric
motors 11RL and 11RR and actuate electric parking brake
EPB when the driver operates a parking brake switch 12 to
ON state, or when a request of the actuation of electric park-
ing brake EPB is outputted from hydraulic pressure unit ECU
2.

[Hydraulic Unit Structure]

Hydraulic pressure unit 1 in the first embodiment is con-
stituted by two systems of a P system and an S system.
Hydraulic pressure unit 1 employs an X-piping structure.
Hereinafter, a symbol “P” attached to an end of the symbol of
the member in FIG. 2 represents the P system, and a symbol
“S” attached to an end of the symbol of the member in FIG. 2
represents the S system. Symbols “RL”, “FR”, “FL”, and
“RR” correspond to a left rear wheel, a right front wheel, a left
front wheel, and a right rear wheel. In below explanations, the
additions of the symbols P and S, and RL, FR, F1, and RR are
omitted when not distinguishing between the P system and
the S system, and when not distinguishing among the wheels.

The hydraulic pressure unit 1 in the first embodiment uses
a closed hydraulic pressure circuit. In this case, the closed
hydraulic pressure circuit is a circuit in which the brake fluid
supplied to wheel cylinders W/C is returned through master
cylinder M/C to a reservoir RSV.

A brake pedal BP is connected through an input rod IR to
master cylinder M/C. Input rod IR is provided with electri-
cally controlled booster 10 arranged to boost an input of input
rod IR by an electric motor (not shown).

The P system is connected with a wheel cylinder W/C (FL)
ofleft front wheel FL, and a wheel cylinder W/C (RR) of right
rear wheel RR. The S system is connected with a wheel
cylinder W/C (FR) of right front wheel FR, and a wheel
cylinder W/C (RL) of left rear wheel RL. The P system and
the S system are provided, respectively, with a pump (hydrau-
lic pressure source) PP and a pump (hydraulic pressure
source) PS. Pump PP and Pump PS are, for example, gear
pumps. Pump PP and pump PS are driven by one motor M.

Mater cylinder M/C and a discharge side of pump P are
connected by a pipe 21 and a pipe 22. A gate-out valve 23 is
provided on pipe 21. Gate-out valve 23 is a normally-open
proportional solenoid valve. A pipe 24 bypassing gate-out
valve 23 is provided on pipe 21. A check valve 25 is provided
on pipe 24. Check valve 25 is arranged to allow a flow of the
brake fluid in a direction from master cylinder M/C to wheel
cylinder W/C, and to prohibit a flow of the brake fluid in an
opposite direction from wheel cylinder W/C to master cylin-
der M/C.

A check valve 26 is provided on pipe 22. Check valve 26 is
arranged to allow a flow of the brake fluid in a direction from
pump P to pipe 21, and to prohibit a flow of the brake fluid in
an opposite direction from pipe 21 to pump P. The discharge
side of pump P and wheel cylinder W/C are connected by a
pipe 27. A solenoid-in valve 28 is provided on pipe 27. Sole-
noid-in valve 28 is a normally-open proportional solenoid
valve corresponding to each wheel cylinder W/C.

A pipe 29 bypassing solenoid-in valve 28 is provided on
pipe 27. A check valve 30 is provided on pipe 29. This check
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valve 30 is arranged to allow a flow of the brake fluid in a
direction from wheel cylinder W/C to pump P, and to prohibit
a flow of the brake fluid in an opposite direction from pump P
to wheel cylinder W/C. Pipe 27 is connected to a connection
point between pipe 21 and pipe 22.

A reservoir 31 and a suction side of pump P are connected
by a pipe 34. Pipe 34 is connected by a pipe 35 to a portion of
pipe 21 on the master cylinder M/C’s side of gate-out valve
23. A gate-in valve 36 is provided on pipe 35. Gate-in valve 36
is a normally-closed solenoid valve.

A check valve 37 is provided on a portion of pipe 34 on the
reservoir 31°s side of the connection point between pipe 34
and pipe 35. Check valve 37 is arranged to allow a flow of the
brake fluid in a direction from reservoir 31 to pump P, and to
prohibit a flow of the brake fluid in an opposite direction from
pump P to reservoir 31. A check valve 38 is provided on a
portion of pipe 34 on the pump P’s side of the connection
point between pipe 34 and pipe 35. Check valve 38 is
arranged to allow a flow of the brake fluid in a direction from
reservoir 31 to pump P, and to prohibit a flow of the brake fluid
in an opposite direction from pump P to reservoir 31.

[Switching of Braking Force During Hill Hold Control]

Hydraulic unit ECU 2 performs a hill hold control to hold
the hydraulic pressures of the wheel cylinders by closing
gate-out valves 23 of hydraulic pressure unit 1, and thereby to
keep the stop state of the vehicle when a hydraulic pressure
holding condition described later is satisfied at the stop of the
vehicle on the sloping road, for preventing the vehicle from
rolling backward (moving in the backward direction, or slip-
ping down) on the sloping road at the restart from the stop on
the sloping road.

In this case, gate-out valve 23 of hydraulic pressure unit 1
is the normally-open solenoid valve. Accordingly, it is nec-
essary to continue to supply the current to the solenoid for
keeping the closed state. Therefore, when the stop state on the
sloping road is continued during the long time period, (the
solenoid of) gate-out valve 23 is heated up, so that the dura-
bility is deteriorated.

Therefore, hydraulic pressure unit ECU 2 actuates electric
parking brake EPB by sending an actuation request of electric
parking brake EPB to electric parking ECU 9 when a prede-
termined time period elapsed from the stop on the sloping
road. When the actuation of electric parking brake EPB is
finished (in a state where the vehicle can be stopped only by
the braking force by electric parking brake EPB), hydraulic
pressure unit ECU 2 switches from the braking force by
holding the hydraulic pressures, to the braking force by elec-
tric parking brake EPB, by releasing the hydraulic pressures
of the wheel cylinders. With this, it is possible to protect
gate-out valve 23 while keeping the stop state on the sloping
road. Hydraulic pressure unit ECU 2 includes a braking force
switching section 2a arranged to perform the above-de-
scribed switching of the braking force.

[Reduction of Unnatural Feeling at Switching of Braking
Force]

FIG. 3 is an illustrative view showing a variation of a
posture of a vehicle body which is generated at the switching
of the braking force.

When the vehicle is stopped on the sloping road by the
depression of the brake pedal by the driver, it is possible to
prevent the vehicle from rolling backwards by holding the
hydraulic pressures of the four wheels when the driver
releases the brake pedal from a state where the braking force
is acted to the four wheels at the initial stage of the stop of the
vehicle. A solid line represents the posture ofthe vehicle body
in this case.
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The braking force is acted to the rear wheels by the actua-
tion of the parking brake after the predetermined time period
elapsed from the stop of the vehicle. Then, when the held
hydraulic pressure is released when the vehicle is transited to
a state where the vehicle can stop only by the braking force by
the parking brake, the braking force acting by the parking
brake is remained in the rear wheels, and the braking force is
not acted to the front wheels.

In this case, the gravity according to the inclination of the
sloping road (climbing road) is acted to the vehicle body.
Accordingly, the front portion of the vehicle is slightly floated
as shown by a dotted line in FIG. 3, so that the front wheels are
rotated by several degrees (a few degrees).

The state of the above-described movement is varied in
accordance with the decrease of the braking forces of the front
wheels. Accordingly, the sliding frictions are generated
between the brake pads and the brake discs of the front
wheels, so that a stick-slip phenomenon to repeat the static
and dynamical (kinetic) friction states is generated. When
that repeat is resonated with a natural frequency (eigentre-
quency) of a component around a suspension, “groan noise”
which is a noise near 200-300 Hz, that is, brake noise is
generated.

In this case, the stick-slip phenomenon is hard to be gen-
erated by promptly decreasing the hydraulic pressure. How-
ever, the sudden variation of the posture of the vehicle body is
generated, so that the unnatural feeling to the driver is
increased.

The above-described variation of the posture of the vehicle
body is not concerned (worried) when the speed of the
decrease of the hydraulic pressure is low, or when the varia-
tion of the posture of the vehicle body is varied in accordance
with the operation amount of the brake pedal which is oper-
ated by the driver oneself. Moreover, it is difficult for the
driver to feel the groan noise when the generation level of the
noise is low, and when the frequency of the generation of the
noise is low.

In the first embodiment, it is an object to decrease the
unnatural feeling by the variation of the posture of the vehicle
body and the generation of the groan noise. In the first
embodiment, the gradients of the decreases of the hydraulic
pressures at the decreases of the hydraulic pressures of the
wheel cylinders of the four wheels after the actuation of
electric parking brake EPB is set to a gentle gradient by the
hill hold control shown in FIGS. 4 and 5.

Hydraulic pressure unit ECU 2 includes a first hydraulic
pressure generating section actuation state holding section 26
configured to actuate the first braking force generating sec-
tion (hydraulic pressure unit 1 and brake calipers 3) by the
brake operation of the driver, and then to hold the hydraulic
pressures of the wheel cylinders after the end of the brake
operation of the driver; and a braking force characteristic
control section 2¢ configured to control the braking force
characteristic which is generated by the first braking force
generating section, and which relates to the switching opera-
tion of braking force control switching section 2a.

[Hill Hold Control Operation]

FIGS. 4 and 5 are flowcharts showing flows of the hill hold
control operation performed in the hydraulic pressure unit
ECU 2 in the first embodiment. Hereinafter, steps in FIGS. 4
and 5 are illustrated. This operation is repeated at a predeter-
mined JOB cycle time.

At step S1, the input operation of the sensor signals is
performed. Each of raw values (raw data) of the sensor signals
areread as a signal which passed through a hard low pass filter
(LPF) which corresponds to a read cycle of hydraulic pressure
unit ECU 2 that is previously set, and which is not affected by
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the aliasing. A soft LPF operation is performed to this signal
for removing the superimposition of the electrical noise, and
the vibration of the vehicle body. A LPF frequency charac-
teristic is set to a frequency by which the variations of the
pressure and the movement can be sufficiently sensed even
when the driver operates rapidly.

Atstep S2, the stop of the vehicle is judged when the speeds
of all of the four wheels are smaller than the predetermined
speed during a predetermined time period. The operation at
step S2 corresponds to a vehicle stop state judging section
configured to judge the stop state of the vehicle.

At step S3, hydraulic pressure unit ECU 2 calculates a road
inclination angle (road gradient) from the forward and back-
ward G during the stop of the vehicle. The hydraulic pressure
unit ECU 2 calculates the backward rolling force (=gradient
vehicle stop braking force) which is generated in the vehicle
during the stop, based on the calculated road inclination angle
and the weight of the vehicle. Moreover, hydraulic pressure
unit ECU 2 calculates a gradient vehicle stop hydraulic pres-
sure which is identical to the backward rolling force, that is, a
brake hydraulic pressure necessary for keeping the stop state
of'the vehicle, by multiplying the calculated backward rolling
force by a braking force-brake hydraulic pressure conversion
coefficient. In this case, the braking force-brake hydraulic
pressure conversion coefficient is previously calculated from
the effective radius of the rotor of the brake, a radius of the
tire, a pad friction coefficient, a radius of the piston of the
brake caliper, and so on.

At step S4, hydraulic pressure unit ECU 2 senses a brake
operation state where brake pedal BP is clearly depressed,
based on the hydraulic pressure of the master cylinder, and the
state of the brake switch 14.

At step S5, hydraulic pressure unit ECU 2 judges whether
or not the vehicle is in the above-described stop state. When
the answer of step S5 is affirmative (YES), the process pro-
ceeds to step S6. When the answer of step S5 is negative (NO),
the process proceeds to step S12.

Atstep S6, it is judged whether or not the inclination angle
of the road is greater than a predetermined angle. When the
answer of step S6 is affirmative (YES), the process proceeds
to step S7. When the answer of step S6 is negative (NO), the
process proceeds to step S12.

At step S7, hydraulic pressure unit ECU 2 counts the time
period of the stop of the vehicle.

At step S8, hydraulic pressure unit ECU 2 judges whether
or not the time period of the stop of the vehicle becomes
greater than the predetermined time period. When the answer
of step S8 is affirmative (YES), the process proceeds to step
S9. When the answer of step S8 is negative (NO), the process
proceeds to step S12.

At step S9, hydraulic pressure unit ECU 2 judges whether
or not the hydraulic pressure of the master cylinder is
decreased, and thereby judges whether or not the brake pedal
is released. When the answer of step S9 is affirmative (YES),
the process proceeds to step S10. When the answer of step S9
is negative (NO), the process proceeds to step S12.

At step S10, hydraulic pressure unit ECU 2 judges whether
or not the brake hydraulic pressure is equal to or the gradient
vehicle stop hydraulic pressure+c.. When the answer of step
S10 is affirmative (YES), the process proceeds to step S11.
When the answer of step S10 is negative (NO), the process
proceeds to step S12.

Step S5, step S6, step S8, step S9, and step S10 correspond
to the hydraulic pressure holding condition in the hill hold
control.

At step S11, first hydraulic pressure generating section
actuation state holding section 25 adds, as a predetermined
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margin rate, an amount (value) of about 10%, to the gradient
vehicle stop hydraulic pressure, thereby calculates the
hydraulic pressure holding demands, and actuates the
hydraulic pressure holding function by hydraulic pressure
unit 1. With this, it is possible to surely prevent the vehicle
from rolling backwards.

At step S12, hydraulic pressure unit ECU 2 judges whether
or not electric parking brake EPB is actuated. When the
answer of step S12 is affirmative (YES), the process proceeds
to step S13. When the answer of step S12 is negative (NO), the
process proceeds to the return.

At step S13, hydraulic pressure unit ECU 2 judges whether
or not the current wheel cylinder pressures are substantially
zero (=0) MPa. When the answer of step S13 is affirmative
(YES), the process proceeds to step S14. When the answer of
step S13 is negative (NO), the process proceeds to step S15.

At step S14, hydraulic pressure unit ECU 2 resets the
pressure decrease judgment flag (=0), and stores the comple-
tion of the pressure decrease.

At step S15, hydraulic pressure unit ECU 2 judges whether
or not the actuation of electric parking brake EPB is finished
(whether or not the vehicle can stop only by the braking force
of electric parking brake EPB). When the answer of step S15
is affirmative (YES), the process proceeds to step S16. When
the answer of step S15 is negative (NO), the process proceeds
to step S17.

At step S16, hydraulic pressure unit ECU 2 set the pressure
decrease judgment flag (=1), and stores that the pressure
decrease is started.

Atstep S17, hydraulic pressure unit ECU 2 judges whether
or not the pressure decrease judgment flag is set (whether or
not the vehicle is during the pressure decrease operation).
When the answer of step S17 is affirmative (YES), the process
proceeds to step S18. When the answer of step S17 is negative
(NO), the process proceeds to the return.

At step S18, the braking force characteristic control section
2¢ calculates an allowable hydraulic pressure decrease gradi-
ent which is the decrease gradient of the hydraulic pressure by
which the generation cycle of the groan noise at the above-
described pressure decrease becomes equal to or smaller than
a cycle which does not cause a problem in the sense. FIG. 6 is
a calculation map of the allowable hydraulic pressure
decrease gradient. In the first embodiment, the relationship
between the hydraulic pressure decrease gradient and the
sensory estimation is previously determined. The hydraulic
pressure decrease gradient is set so that the variation of the
posture of the vehicle body and the generation of the groan
noise do not provide the unnatural feeling to the driver. In
particular, for example, the hydraulic pressure decrease gra-
dient is set so that the rotation angle of the wheel is equal to or
smaller than 1 degree during 1 second, and so that the gen-
eration frequency of the groan noise is equal to or smaller than
one per 0.5 seconds.

At step S19, hydraulic pressure unit ECU 2 calculates the
pressure decrease amount of 1 JOB cycle from the allowable
hydraulic pressure decrease gradient and the JOB cycle time.
Hydraulic pressure unit ECU 2 calculates, as a target wheel
cylinder hydraulic pressure, a value obtained by subtracting
the pressure decrease amount of 1 JOB cycle from the current
wheel cylinder hydraulic pressure.

At step S20, braking force control switching section 2a
decreases the holding pressure of the hydraulic pressure hold-
ing function of the hydraulic pressure unit 1 in accordance
with the value (the requested wheel cylinder hydraulic pres-
sure) calculated at step S19.

By the above-described control operation, it is possible to
decrease the generation cycle of the groan noise generated by
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the above-described brake stick-slip, to a value equal to or
smaller than a problem-free cycle. Moreover, it is possible to
slow the variation of the posture of the vehicle body, and to
decrease the speed of the variation of the posture of the
vehicle body, to a problem-free level in the sense. Further-
more, it is possible to perform sequential functions of the
brake operation of the driver, the wheel cylinder hydraulic
pressure holding, the actuation of electric parking brake EPB,
and the release of the wheel cylinder hydraulic holding, with-
out providing the unnatural feeling.

Next, functions are illustrated.

FIG. 7 is a time chart showing the unnatural feeling
decreasing function by the hill hold control in the first
embodiment when brake pedal BP is not depressed at the
actuation of electric parking brake EPB.

At time t71, the vehicle speed (the vehicle body speed)
becomes zero. In this case, forward and backward G acted to
the vehicle is only component depending on the acceleration
of the gravity. Accordingly, it is possible to calculate the
calculated gradient value (the road inclination angle) from the
forward and backward G of the vehicle.

At time t72, the hydraulic pressure of the master cylinder
becomes zero. However, the hydraulic pressure holding func-
tion is already actuated, so that the vehicle does not roll
backwards.

At time t73, the predetermined time period elapsed from
the stop of the vehicle. Accordingly, electric parking brake
EPB is actuated.

At time 174, the actuation of electric parking brake EPB is
completed. Accordingly, in an interval from time t74 to time
175, the hydraulic pressures of the wheel cylinders of the four
wheels are decreased to zero along the allowable hydraulic
pressure decrease gradient. In this case, the rotation angle
each of the wheels is equal to or smaller than 1 degree per
second (during 1 second), and the interval of the generation of
the groan noise is longer than 0.5 seconds. Accordingly, it is
possible to suppress (minimize) the unnatural feeling to the
driver.

At time t75, the hydraulic pressures of the wheel cylinders
of the four wheels become zero, so that the state transition to
electric parking brake EPB is completed.

FIG. 8 is a time chart showing the unnatural feeling
decreasing function by the hill hold control in the first
embodiment when the brake pedal BP is depressed at the
actuation of electric parking brake EPB.

At time t81, the vehicle speed becomes zero. In this case,
the forward and backward G acted to the vehicle is only a
component depending on the acceleration of the gravity.
Accordingly, it is possible to calculate the calculated gradient
value from the forward and backward G of the vehicle.

Attime t82, the predetermined time period is elapsed from
the stop of the vehicle. Accordingly, electric parking brake
EPB is actuated.

At time t83, the hydraulic pressure of the master cylinder
becomes zero. However, the hydraulic pressure holding func-
tion is already actuated, so that the vehicle does not roll
backwards. In an interval from time t83 to time 84, the
hydraulic pressures of the wheel cylinders of the four wheels
are decreased to zero along the allowable hydraulic pressure
decrease gradient. In this case, the rotation angle of the wheel
is equal to or smaller than 1 degree per second (during 1
second), and the interval of the generation of the groan noise
is longer than 0.5 seconds. Accordingly, it is possible to
suppress (minimize) the unnatural feeling to the driver.

At time t84, the hydraulic pressures of the wheel cylinders
of the four wheels become zero. Accordingly, the state tran-
sition to electric parking brake EPB is finished.

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

10

Next, functions are illustrated.

A vehicle control apparatus according to the embodiment
of the present invention includes: a first braking force gener-
ating section (hydraulic pressure unit 1, brake caliper 3) con-
figured to actuate, by a hydraulic pressure, wheel cylinders
(W/C) which are mounted on a vehicle, which are connected
through hydraulic pipes (21, 27) with a master cylinder
(M/C), and which are provided, respectively, to a plurality of
wheels (FL, FR, RL, RR), and thereby to generate a braking
force to the wheels; a second braking force generating section
(EPB) which is provided to one (RL, RR) of the plurality of
the wheels, and which is configured to be mechanically regu-
lated to provide the braking force to one of the wheels (RL,
RR); a braking force control switching section (2a) config-
ured to automatically switch the second braking force gener-
ating section (EPB) from a non-actuation state to an actuation
state when a predetermined condition is satisfied in an actua-
tion state of the first braking force generating section and in
the non-actuation state of the second braking force generating
section, to decrease the hydraulic pressure of the first braking
force generating section, and thereby to switch the first brak-
ing force generating section to the non-actuation state; and a
braking force characteristic control section (2¢) configured to
control a braking force characteristic which is generated by
the first braking force generating section, and which relates to
the switching operation of the braking force control switching
section (2a).

That is, it is possible to regulate the variation speed of the

vehicle body and the generation frequency of the groan noise
when the hydraulic pressures of the wheel cylinders are
decreased (sucked), and thereby to decrease the unnatural
feeling due to the variation of the posture of the vehicle body
and the brake noise.
(2) In the vehicle control apparatus according to the embodi-
ment of the present invention, the vehicle control apparatus
further includes a first hydraulic pressure generating section
actuation state holding section (25) configured to hold a state
of'the hydraulic pressures of the wheel cylinders after an end
of an operation of the brake by a driver after the actuation of
the first braking force generating section by the operation of
the brake by the driver; and the braking force control switch-
ing section (2a) is configured to perform the switching after
the actuation of the first hydraulic pressure generating section
actuation state holding section.

That is, electric parking brake EPB is actuated after the

actuation of the hydraulic pressure holding function. Accord-
ingly, it is possible to surely prevent the vehicle from rolling
backwards when the driver releases brake pedal BP.
(3) In the vehicle control apparatus according to the embodi-
ment of the present invention, the braking force characteristic
control section (2c¢) is configured to limit a decrease gradient
of the hydraulic pressure when the hydraulic pressure of one
of the wheel cylinders is decreased, to a value equal to or
smaller than a predetermined gradient.

That is, it is possible to suppress the variation speed of the

posture of the vehicle body and the generation frequency of
the groan noise, to the speed and the frequency which do not
provide the unnatural feeling to the driver, by limiting the
hydraulic pressure decrease gradient.
(4) In the vehicle control apparatus according to the embodi-
ment of the present invention, the braking force characteristic
control section (2¢) is configured to limit decrease gradients
of the hydraulic pressures of the wheel cylinders provided to
the others (FL, FR) of the plurality of the wheels, to the value
equal to or smaller than the predetermined gradient.

That is, it is possible to suppress the variation speed of the
posture of the vehicle body and the generation frequency of
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the groan noise, to the speed and the frequency which do not
provide the unnatural feeling to the driver, by limiting the
decrease gradients of the hydraulic pressures of the wheel
cylinders of the front wheels FL. and FR which may cause the
variation of the posture of the vehicle body, and the genera-
tion of the groan noise.

(5) In the vehicle control apparatus according to the embodi-
ment of the present invention, the predetermined gradient of
the hydraulic pressure is set so that a cycle of a generation of
anoise (groan noise) generated in response to the decrease of
the hydraulic pressure of the first braking force generating
section becomes equal to or greater than a predetermined
cycle (0.5 seconds).

Accordingly, it is possible to suppress the generation fre-

quency of the groan noise, to the frequency which does not
provide the unnatural feeling to the driver.
(6) In the vehicle control apparatus according to the embodi-
ment of the present invention, the vehicle control apparatus
further includes a vehicle stop state judging section (S2)
configured to judge a stop state of the vehicle; and the first
braking force generating section actuation state holding sec-
tion (2b) is configured to actuate after the vehicle stop state
judging section judges the stop state of the vehicle.

That is, it is possible to prevent the vehicle from rolling

backwards, by holding the hydraulic pressures in a state
where the hydraulic pressures to keep the stop state of the
vehicle are held in wheel cylinders W/C of the front and rear
wheels.
(7) In the vehicle control apparatus according to the embodi-
ment of the present invention, the predetermined condition is
that a predetermined time period elapses from the actuation of
the first braking force generating section actuation state hold-
ing section (25).

That is, it is possible to prevent the vehicle from rolling
backwards by the switching of the braking force after the
completion of the hydraulic pressure holding by first braking
force generating section actuation state holding section 24.
(8) A vehicle control apparatus according to the embodiment
of the present invention: a first braking force generating sec-
tion configured to actuate, by a hydraulic pressure, wheel
cylinders provided to a plurality of wheels (FL, FR, RL, RR)
mounted to a vehicle, and thereby to generate a braking force
to the wheels by sandwiching discs by brake pads; a second
braking force generating section provided to one of the plu-
rality of the wheels, provided as a section different from the
first braking force generating section, and arranged to provide
to a braking force to the wheels; a first hydraulic pressure
generating section actuation state holding section (25) con-
figured to actuate the first braking force generating section in
accordance with a brake operation of a driver, and then to hold
an actuation state of the first braking force generating section;
a braking force control section switching section (2a) config-
ured to automatically switch the second braking force gener-
ating section from a non-actuation state to an actuation state
when the first hydraulic pressure generating section actuation
state holding section (26) holds the actuation state and a
predetermined condition is satisfied in the non-actuation state
of'the second braking force generating section; and a braking
force characteristic control section (2¢) configured to control
a braking force characteristic generated by the first hydraulic
pressure generating section actuation state holding section
(2b) at the switching of the braking force control section
switching section (2a).

Accordingly, it is possible to regulate the variation speed of
the posture of the vehicle body and the generation frequency
of the groan noise when the hydraulic pressure of the first
braking force generating section is decreased, and thereby to
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decrease the unnatural feeling by the variation of the posture
of the vehicle body, and the brake noise.
(9) In the vehicle control apparatus according to the embodi-
ment of the present invention, a vehicle control method
includes: stopping a vehicle by sandwiching discs rotating
with wheels by brake pads each provided to a first braking
force generating section by a brake operation of a driver;
holding a braking force by the first braking force generating
sections after the stop of the vehicle until a predetermined
condition is satisfied; decreasing the braking force by disen-
gaging the brake pads and the discs by the first braking force
generating sections after the satisfaction of the predetermined
condition; previously decreasing the braking force by the first
braking force generating sections which is acted to the others
of the wheels at switching to an automatic parking brake
(electric parking brake EPB) which can generate the braking
force to one of the wheels of the vehicle, and which is a
section different from the first braking force generating sec-
tion; and acting the decreased amount of the braking force to
the one of the wheels; and limiting decrease gradients of the
braking forces generated at the others of the wheels, to a value
equal to or smaller than a predetermined gradient.
Accordingly, it is possible to suppress the variation speed
of the posture of the vehicle body and the generation fre-
quency of the groan noise, to the speed and the frequency
which do not provide the unnatural feeling to the driver, by
limiting the decrease gradients of the hydraulic pressures of
the wheel cylinders of the front wheels FL. and FR which may
cause the variation of the posture of the vehicle body and the
generation of the groan noise.

Second Embodiment

In a second embodiment, the hydraulic pressures of the
wheel cylinders of the front and rear wheels are different from
each other when the hydraulic pressures are held at the hill
hold control, unlike the first embodiment.

[Hill Hold Control Operation]

FIG. 9 is a flowchart showing a flow of the hill hold control
operation performed in the hydraulic pressure unit ECU 2 in
the second embodiment. The hill hold control operation
according to the second embodiment is substantially identical
to the hill hold control operation according to the first
embodiment shown in FIG. 4 in most aspects as shown by the
use of the same step number. The repetitive illustrations of the
same steps are omitted. Moreover, the operation subsequent
to “to a”in FIG. 9 is identical to the hill hold control operation
of the first embodiment shown in FIG. 5. Accordingly, the
drawing and the illustrations of the operation subsequent to
“to a” in FIG. 9 are omitted.

At step S21, first hydraulic pressure generating section
actuation state holding section 25 performs a front and rear
wheel hydraulic pressure distribution control to decrease the
hydraulic pressures of the wheel cylinders of front wheels FL,
and FR, and to increase the hydraulic pressures of the wheel
cylinders of rear wheels RL. and RR by the decreased amount
of the hydraulic pressures of the wheel cylinders of front
wheels FL. and FR by the pump. Then, the hydraulic pressure
holding function by the hydraulic pressure unit 1 is actuated.

Next, functions and effects are illustrated.

FIG. 10 is a time chart showing the unnatural feeling
decreasing function by the hill hold control in the second
embodiment when brake pedal BP is not depressed at the
actuation of electric parking brake EPB.

At time 1101, the vehicle speed becomes zero. In this case,
the forward and backward G acted to the vehicle is only the
component depending on the acceleration of the gravity.
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Accordingly, it is possible to calculate the calculated gradient
value from the forward and backward G of the vehicle.

At time 1102, the hydraulic pressure holding function is
actuated. In this case, the hydraulic pressures of the wheel
cylinders of front wheels FL. and FR are decreased by the
front and rear wheel hydraulic pressure distribution control.
However, the hydraulic pressures of the wheel cylinders of
rear wheels RL and RR are increased by the above-described
decreased amounts of the wheel cylinders of front wheels FL,
and FR. Accordingly, the total braking force is held to the
constant value. Consequently, it is possible to prevent the
vehicle from rolling backwards.

At time 1103, the hydraulic pressure of the master cylinder
becomes zero. However, the hydraulic pressure holding func-
tion is already actuated, so that the vehicle does not roll
backwards.

At time t104, the predetermined time period elapsed from
the stop of the vehicle. Accordingly, electric parking brake
EPB is actuated.

Attime t105, the actuation of electric parking brake EPB is
finished. In an interval from time t105 to time t106, the
hydraulic pressures of the wheel cylinders of front wheels FL.
and FR are decreased to zero along the allowable hydraulic
pressure decrease gradient. Moreover, the hydraulic pres-
sures of the wheel cylinders of rear wheels R and RR are
decreased to zero. In this case, each of the rotation angles of
the wheels is equal to or smaller than 1 degree per second
(during 1 second), and the interval of the generation of the
groan noise is longer than 0.5 seconds. Accordingly, it is
possible to minimize the unnatural feeling to the driver.

Moreover, in the second embodiment, the hydraulic pres-
sures of the wheel cylinders of front wheels FL and FR which
may cause the variation of the vehicle body posture and the
generation of the groan noise are previously decreased by the
front and rear wheel hydraulic pressure distribution control
before the hydraulic pressure holding function is actuated.
Accordingly, it is possible to further decrease the hydraulic
pressure decrease gradient when the hydraulic pressures of
the wheel cylinders of front wheels FL. and FR are decreased
to zero by releasing the hydraulic pressure holding function,
relative to the first embodiment. Therefore, it is possible to
further decrease the unnatural feeling to the driver. Moreover,
the hydraulic pressures of the wheel cylinders of rear wheels
RL and RR are increased by the decreased hydraulic pres-
sures of the wheel cylinders of the front wheels FL. and FR.
Accordingly, the total braking force is held to the constant
value. Therefore, it is possible to prevent the vehicle from
rolling backwards.

Attime t106, the hydraulic pressures of the wheel cylinders
ofthe four wheels become zero. The state transition to electric
parking brake EPB is finished.

Next, the functions are illustrated.

(10) In the vehicle control apparatus according to the embodi-
ment of the present invention, the braking force characteristic
control section (2¢) is configured to increase the hydraulic
pressure of the wheel cylinder of the one (RR, RL) of the
wheels which is held by the first braking force generating
section actuation state holding section (2b4), and then to
decrease the hydraulic pressures of the wheel cylinders of the
four wheels.

Accordingly, it is possible to further surely prevent the
vehicle from rolling backwards.

(11) In the vehicle control apparatus according to the embodi-
ment of the present invention, the braking force characteristic
control section (2¢) is configured to decrease the hydraulic
pressures of the wheel cylinders provided to the others (FL,
FR) of the wheels, and to increase the hydraulic pressure of
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the wheel cylinder provided to the one (RL, RR) of the wheels
by the decreased amount of the hydraulic pressures of the
wheel cylinders provided to the others of the wheels.

Accordingly, it is possible to decrease the hydraulic pres-
sure decrease gradients when the hydraulic pressures of the
wheel cylinders of front wheels FL. and FR are decreased to
zero. Consequently, it is possible to further decrease the
unnatural feeling to the driver. Moreover, the total braking
force of the vehicle is held to the constant value. Accordingly,
it is possible to prevent the vehicle from rolling backwards.
(12) In the vehicle control apparatus according to the embodi-
ment of the present invention, the braking force characteristic
control section (2¢) is configured to determine the character-
istic of the hydraulic pressure to keep a total braking force at
the increase and the decrease of the hydraulic pressures of the
wheel cylinder.

Accordingly, the total braking force of the vehicle is held to

the constant value. Consequently, it is possible to prevent the
vehicle from rolling backwards.
(13) A vehicle control method according to the embodiment
of'the present invention includes: stopping a vehicle by sand-
wiching discs rotating with wheels by brake pads each pro-
vided to a first braking force generating section by a brake
operation of a driver; holding a braking force by the first
braking force generating sections after the stop of the vehicle
until a predetermined condition is satisfied; decreasing the
braking force by disengaging the brake pads and the discs by
the first braking force generating sections after the satisfac-
tion of the predetermined condition; previously decreasing
the braking force by the first braking force generating sec-
tions which is acted to the others (FL, FR) of the wheels at
switching to an automatic parking brake which can generate
the braking force to one (RL, RR) of the wheels of the vehicle,
and which is a section different from the first braking force
generating section; acting the decreased amount of the brak-
ing force to the one (RL, RR) of the wheels; and limiting
decrease gradients of the braking forces generated at the
others of the wheels, to a value equal to or smaller than a
predetermined gradient.

Accordingly, it is possible to decrease the hydraulic pres-
sure decrease gradients when the hydraulic pressures of the
wheel cylinders of the front wheels FL and FR are decreased
to zero. Consequently, it is possible to further decrease the
unnatural feeling to the driver. Moreover, the total braking
force of the vehicle is held to the constant value. Accordingly,
it is possible to prevent the vehicle from rolling backwards.

Third Embodiment

In a third embodiment, the variation of the posture of the
vehicle body is counteracted by the engine torque, unlike the
first embodiment.

[Hill Hold Control Operation]

FIGS. 11-13 are views showing the flow of the hill hold
control operation performed in hydraulic pressure unit ECU 2
in the third embodiment. The operation of this flowchart is
performed when the shift position of the vehicle is at the
forward position (the D range position). The shift position of
the vehicle is judged by the signal outputted from an inhibitor
switch (shift position sensing section) through communica-
tion line 7. [llustrations of steps having operations identical to
the operations of the steps shown in FIGS. 4 and 5 in the hill
hold control operation in the first embodiment are omitted by
the use of the same reference numerals.

At step S30, hydraulic pressure unit ECU 2 performs the
front and rear wheel hydraulic pressure distribution control to
distribute (allocate) the hydraulic pressures of the front and
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rear wheels based on the specifications of the brake of the
vehicle so that the braking forces acted to the front and rear
wheels are identical to each other. Then, the hydraulic pres-
sure holding function by the hydraulic pressure unit 1 is
actuated.

At step S31, braking force characteristic control section 2¢
calculates the allowable hydraulic pressure decrease gradient.
In the third embodiment, the allowable pressure decrease
gradient is set to a steep gradient by which the stick-slip
phenomenon is hard to be generated.

At step S32, the pressure decrease amount of the 1 JOB
cycle is calculated from the allowable hydraulic pressure
decrease gradient and the JOB cycle time. A value obtained
by subtracting the pressure decrease amount of the 1 JOB
cycle from the current hydraulic pressure of the wheel cylin-
der is determined as the target hydraulic pressures of the
wheel cylinders of the front wheels FL. and FR. Moreover, the
required engine torque is calculated as an absolute value of
the decreased amount of the braking forces of the front
wheels.

At step S33, braking force control switching section 2a
decreases the holding pressure of the hydraulic pressure hold-
ing function of hydraulic pressure unit 1 in accordance with
the value (the required hydraulic pressure of the wheel cylin-
der) calculated at step S32. Moreover, the torque request
according to the required engine torque is outputted through
communication lines 7 to the engine controller (not shown).

At step S34, it is judged whether or not the pressure
decrease judgment flag is shifted from the set state (=1) to the
reset state (=0). When the answer of step S34 is affirmative
(YES), the process proceeds to the return. When the answer of
step S34 is negative (NO), the process proceeds to step S35.

At step S35, it is judged whether or not the required engine
torque is substantially zero (=0). When the answer of step S35
is affirmative (YES), the process proceeds to step S36. When
the answer of step S35 is negative (NO), the process proceeds
to step S37.

At step S36, the engine decrease judgment flag is reset
(=0).

At step S37, it is judged whether or not the pressure
decrease judgment flag is reset. When the answer of step S37
is affirmative (YES), the process proceeds to step S38. When
the answer of step S37 is negative (NO), the process proceeds
to step S39.

At step S38, the engine decrease judgment flag is set.

Atstep S39, it is judged whether or not the engine decrease
judgment flag is set. When the answer of step S39 is affirma-
tive (YES), the process proceeds to step S40. When the
answer of step S39 is negative (NO), the process proceeds to
the return.

At step S40, hydraulic pressure unit ECU 2 calculates the
decrease gradient by which the target torque decrease gradi-
ent is decreased to zero during the predetermined time period.
Inthis case, the predetermined time period is a time period by
which the decrease gradient does not provide the unnatural
feeling to the driver by the posture variation of the vehicle
body that are generated in accordance with the variation of the
engine torque.

At step S41, the torque decrease amount of the 1 JOB cycle
is calculated from the target torque decrease gradient and the
JOB cycle time period. A value obtained by subtracting the
torque decrease amount of the 1 JOB cycle from the current
engine torque is calculated as the required engine torque.

At step S42, the torque request according to the required
engine torque is outputted through communication lines 7 to
the engine controller (not shown).

Next, functions and effects are illustrated.
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FIG. 14 is a time chart showing the unnatural feeling
decreasing function by the hill hold control in the third
embodiment when the brake pedal BP is not depressed at the
actuation of the electric parking brake EBP.

At time 1141, the vehicle speed becomes zero. In this case,
forward and backward G acted to the vehicle is only the
component depending on the acceleration of the gravity.
Accordingly, it is possible to calculate the calculated gradient
value from forward and rearward G of the vehicle.

At time t142, the master cylinder hydraulic pressure
becomes zero. However, the vehicle does not roll backwards
since the hydraulic pressure holding function is already actu-
ated.

At time t143, electric parking brake EPB is actuated since
the predetermined time period elapsed from the stop of the
vehicle.

Attime t144, the actuation of electric parking brake EPB is
finished. Accordingly, the wheel cylinder hydraulic pressures
of'the four wheels are decreased along the allowable hydrau-
lic pressure decrease gradient. In the third embodiment, the
allowable hydraulic pressure decrease gradient is set to a
steep gradient by which the stick-slip phenomenon is hard to
be generated. Accordingly, it is possible to suppress the gen-
eration of the groan noise. At this time, the engine torque is
started to be increased in accordance with the decrease of the
braking forces of front wheels FL and FR. Accordingly, the
force to float the front portion of the vehicle body by the
decrease of the braking forces of front wheels FL. and FR is
counteracted (canceled) by the engine torque. That is, it is
possible to suppress the variation of the posture of the vehicle
body itself, and thereby to further decrease the unnatural
feeling to the driver.

Moreover, the engine torque is gradually decreased to zero
during the predetermined time period after the wheel cylinder
hydraulic pressures of front wheels FL. and FR become zero.
Accordingly, the variation of the posture of the vehicle body
which is caused by the decrease of the engine torque becomes
gentle, so that the driver does not feel the unnatural feeling. In
this case, the groan noise is not generated by the decrease of
the engine torque. Therefore, the engine torque can be
decreased only in consideration of the variation of the posture
of the vehicle body.

At time t145, the engine torque becomes zero. The state

transition to electric parking brake EPB is finished.
(14) In the vehicle control apparatus according to the embodi-
ment of the present invention, the vehicle control apparatus
further includes a shift position sensing section (inhibitor
switch) configured to sense a shift position of the vehicle, and
a third braking force generating section configured to use a
driving force of a driving source (engine) of the vehicle; and
the braking force characteristic control section is configured
to increase a driving torque of the third braking force gener-
ating section when the sensed shift position is in a forward
position, and to decrease the hydraulic pressure generated by
the first braking force generating section.

Accordingly, it is possible to suppress the variation itself of

the posture of the vehicle body by the engine torque, and
thereby to suppress the unnatural feeling to the driver.
(15) In the vehicle control apparatus according to the embodi-
ment of the present invention, the vehicle control method
further includes canceling a driving torque of a driving source
and the braking force by decreasing the braking force gener-
ated by the first braking force generating section while the
driving torque of the driving source is increased when the
shift position is the forward position.
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Accordingly, it is possible to suppress the variation itself of
the posture of the vehicle body by the engine torque, and
thereby to suppress the unnatural feeling to the driver.

Although the invention has been described above by refer-
ence to certain embodiments of the invention, the invention is
not limited to the embodiments described above. Modifica-
tions and variations of the embodiments described above are
included as long as they are not deviated from the gist of the
invention.

For example, the second braking force generating section
is not limited to the electric parking brake in the embodiments
as long as the second braking force generating section is
provided to a part of the plurality of wheels, and provides the
braking force to the wheels by mechanically regulating.

Moreover, in the embodiments, the electric parking brakes
are provided to the rear wheels. However, even when the
electric parking brakes are provided to the front wheels, the
variation of the posture of the vehicle body and the groan
noise due to the decreases of the hydraulic pressures of the
wheel cylinders of the rear wheels are generated at the stop of
the vehicle on the downward sloping road. Accordingly, the
present invention is applicable to this case. In this case, it is
possible to attain the functions and the effects identical to
those of the embodiments of the present invention.

In the third embodiment, the allowable hydraulic pressure

gradient is set to the steep gradient by which the stick-slip
phenomenon is hard to be generated. However, the allowable
hydraulic pressure gradient may be set based on the map of
FIG. 6, like the first and second embodiments.
(a) In the vehicle control apparatus according to the embodi-
ments of the present invention, the braking force characteris-
tic control section is configured to increase the hydraulic
pressure of the wheel cylinder of the one of the wheels which
is held by the first braking force generating section actuation
state holding section, and then to decrease the hydraulic pres-
sures of the wheel cylinders of the wheels.

Accordingly, it is possible to surely prevent the vehicle

from rolling backwards.
(b) In the vehicle control apparatus according to the embodi-
ments of the present invention, the braking force characteris-
tic control section is configured to decrease the hydraulic
pressures of the wheel cylinders provided to the others of the
wheels, and to increase the hydraulic pressure of the wheel
cylinder provided to the one of the wheels by the decreased
amount of the hydraulic pressures of the wheel cylinders
provided to the others of the wheels.

Accordingly, it is possible to decrease the hydraulic pres-

sure decrease gradient when the hydraulic pressures of the
other of the wheels are decreased to zero, and thereby to
further decrease the unnatural feeling to the driver. Moreover,
it is possible to prevent the vehicle from rolling backwards
since the total braking force of the vehicle is held to the
constant value.
(¢) In the vehicle control apparatus according to the embodi-
ments of the present invention, the braking force characteris-
tic control section is configured to determine the characteris-
tic of the hydraulic pressure to keep a total braking force at the
increase and the decrease of the hydraulic pressures of the
wheel cylinder.

Accordingly, it is possible to prevent the vehicle from
rolling backwards since the total braking force of the vehicle
is held to the constant value.

(d) In the vehicle control apparatus according to the embodi-
ments of the present invention, the vehicle control apparatus
further includes a vehicle stop state judging section config-
ured to judge a stop state of the vehicle; and the first braking
force generating section actuation state holding section is
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configured to actuate after the vehicle stop state judging sec-
tion judges the stop state of the vehicle.

Thatis, the hydraulic pressures are held in a state where the
hydraulic pressures to keep the stop state of the vehicle is
ensured in the wheel cylinders of the front and rear wheels.
(e) In the vehicle control apparatus according to the embodi-
ments of the present invention, the predetermined condition is
that a predetermined time period elapses from the actuation of
the first braking force generating section actuation state hold-
ing section.

That is, it is possible to prevent the vehicle from rolling

backwards by switching the braking force after the comple-
tion of the holding of the hydraulic pressure by the first
braking force generating section actuation state holding sec-
tion.
(f) In the vehicle control apparatus according to the embodi-
ments of the present invention, the vehicle control apparatus
further includes a shift position sensing section configured to
sense a shift position of the vehicle, and a third braking force
generating section configured to use a driving force of a
driving source of the vehicle; and the braking force charac-
teristic control section is configured to increase a driving
torque of the third braking force generating section when the
sensed shift position is in a forward position, and to decrease
the hydraulic pressure generated by the first braking force
generating section.

Accordingly, it is possible to suppress the variation itself of

the posture of the vehicle body by the driving torque of the
third braking force generating section, and thereby to relieve
the unnatural feeling to the driver.
(g) A vehicle control apparatus according to the embodiments
of the present invention includes: a first braking force gener-
ating section configured to actuate, by a hydraulic pressure,
wheel cylinders provided to a plurality of wheels mounted to
a vehicle, and thereby to generate a braking force to the
wheels by sandwiching discs by brake pads; a second braking
force generating section provided to one of the plurality of the
wheels, provided as a section different from the first braking
force generating section, and arranged to provide to a braking
force to the wheels; a first hydraulic pressure generating
section actuation state holding section configured to actuate
the first braking force generating section in accordance with a
brake operation of a driver, and then to hold an actuation state
of the first braking force generating section; a braking force
control section switching section configured to automatically
switch the second braking force generating section from a
non-actuation state to an actuation state when the first hydrau-
lic pressure generating section actuation state holding section
holds the actuation state and a predetermined condition is
satisfied in the non-actuation state of the second braking force
generating section; and a braking force characteristic control
section configured to control a braking force characteristic
generated by the first hydraulic pressure generating section
actuation state holding section at the switching of the braking
force control section switching section.

Accordingly, it is possible to adjust the variation speed of
the posture of the vehicle body and the frequency of the
generation of the groan noise which are generated when the
hydraulic pressure of the first braking force generating sec-
tion is decreased, and thereby to decrease the unnatural feel-
ing by the variation of the posture of the vehicle body and the
brake noise.

(h) In the vehicle control apparatus according to the embodi-
ments of the present invention, the braking force characteris-
tic control section is configured to increase the hydraulic
pressure of the wheel cylinder of the one of the wheels which
is held by the first braking force generating section actuation
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state holding section, and then to decrease the hydraulic pres-
sures of the wheel cylinders of the wheels.

Accordingly, it is possible to surely prevent the vehicle

from rolling backwards.
(1) In the vehicle control apparatus according to the embodi-
ments of the present invention, the braking force characteris-
tic control section is configured to decrease the hydraulic
pressures of the wheel cylinders provided to the others of the
wheels, and to increase the hydraulic pressure of the wheel
cylinder provided to the one of the wheels by the decreased
amount of the hydraulic pressures of the wheel cylinders
provided to the others of the wheels.

Accordingly, it is possible to decrease the gradients of the

decrease of the hydraulic pressures when the hydraulic pres-
sures of the other of the wheels are decreased to zero, and
thereby to further decrease the unnatural feeling to the driver.
Moreover, it is possible to prevent the vehicle from rolling
backwards since the total braking force is held to the constant
value.
(j) In the vehicle control apparatus according to the embodi-
ments of the present invention, the braking force characteris-
tic control section is configured to determine the characteris-
tic of the hydraulic pressure to keep a total braking force at the
increase and the decrease of the hydraulic pressures of the
wheel cylinder.

Accordingly, it is possible to prevent the rearward move-

ment of the vehicle since the total braking force is held to the
constant value.
(k) In the vehicle control apparatus according to the embodi-
ments of the present invention, the braking force characteris-
tic control section is configured to limit a decrease gradient of
the hydraulic pressure when the hydraulic pressure of one of
the wheel cylinders is decreased, to a value equal to or smaller
than a predetermined gradient.

That is, it is possible to suppress the variation speed of the

posture of the vehicle body and the generation frequency of
the groan noise, to the speed and the frequency which does not
provide the unnatural feeling to the driver, by limiting the
hydraulic pressure decrease gradient.
(1) In the vehicle control apparatus according to the embodi-
ments of the present invention, the braking force characteris-
tic control section is configured to limit decrease gradients of
the hydraulic pressures of the wheel cylinders provided to the
others of the plurality of the wheels, to the value equal to or
smaller than the predetermined gradient.

That is, it is possible to suppress the variation speed of the

posture of the vehicle body and the generation frequency of
the groan noise, to the speed and the frequency which does not
provide the unnatural feeling to the driver, by limiting the
decrease gradient of the wheel cylinder hydraulic pressures of
the other of the wheels which causes the variation of the
posture of the vehicle body, and the generation of the groan
noise.
(m) In the vehicle control apparatus according to the embodi-
ments of the present invention, the vehicle control apparatus
further includes a shift position sensing section configured to
sense a shift position of the vehicle, and a third braking force
generating section configured to use a driving force of a
driving source of the vehicle; and the braking force charac-
teristic control section is configured to increase a driving
torque of the third braking force generating section when the
sensed shift position is in a forward position, and to decrease
the hydraulic pressure generated by the first braking force
generating section.

Accordingly, it is possible to suppress the variation itself of
the posture of the vehicle body by the driving torque of the
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third braking force generating section, and thereby to
decrease the unnatural feeling to the driver.

(n) A vehicle control method according to the embodiments
of the present invention: stopping a vehicle by sandwiching
discs rotating with wheels by brake pads each provided to a
first braking force generating section by a brake operation of
a driver; holding a braking force by the first braking force
generating sections after the stop of the vehicle until a prede-
termined condition is satisfied; decreasing the braking force
by disengaging the brake pads and the discs by the first
braking force generating sections after the satisfaction of the
predetermined condition; previously decreasing the braking
force by the first braking force generating sections which is
acted to the others of the wheels at switching to an automatic
parking brake which can generate the braking force to one of
the wheels of the vehicle, and which is a section different
from the first braking force generating section; acting the
decreased amount of the braking force to the one of the
wheels; and limiting decrease gradients of the braking forces
generated at the others of the wheels, to a value equal to or
smaller than a predetermined gradient.

Accordingly, it is possible to decrease the decrease gradi-

ent of the hydraulic pressure when the wheel cylinder hydrau-
lic pressures of the other of the wheels are decreased to zero,
and thereby to further decrease the unnatural feeling to the
driver. Moreover, it is possible to prevent the vehicle from
rolling backwards since the total braking force of the vehicle
is held to the constant value. Moreover, it is possible to
suppress the variation of the posture of the vehicle body and
the generation frequency of the groan noise, to the value
which does not provide the unnatural feeling to the driver, by
limiting the decrease gradient of the wheel cylinder hydraulic
pressures of the other of the wheels which may cause the
variation of the posture of the vehicle body and the generation
of the groan noise.
(0) In the vehicle control apparatus according to the embodi-
ments of the present invention, the vehicle control method
further includes canceling a driving torque of a driving source
and the braking force by decreasing the braking force gener-
ated by the first braking force generating section while the
driving torque of the driving source is increased when the
shift position is the forward position.

Accordingly, it is possible to suppress the variation itself of
the posture of the vehicle body by the driving torque of the
third braking force generating section, and thereby to
decrease the unnatural feeling to the driver.

The entire contents of Japanese Patent Application No.
2012-014755 filed Jan. 27, 2012 are incorporated herein by
reference.

Although the invention has been described above by refer-
ence to certain embodiments of the invention, the invention is
not limited to the embodiments described above. Modifica-
tions and variations of the embodiments described above will
occur to those skilled in the art in light of the above teachings.
The scope of the invention is defined with reference to the
following claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A vehicle control apparatus comprising:

a first braking force generating section configured to actu-
ate, by hydraulic pressure, wheel cylinders which are
mounted on a vehicle, which are connected through
hydraulic pipes with a master cylinder, and which are
provided, respectively, to a plurality of wheels, and
thereby to generate a braking force to the wheels;

a second braking force generating section which is pro-
vided to one of the plurality of the wheels, and which is



US 9,132,819 B2

21

configured to be mechanically regulated to provide the
braking force to the one of the plurality of wheels;

a braking force control switching section configured to
automatically switch the second braking force generat-
ing section from a non-actuation state to an actuation
state when a predetermined condition is satisfied in an
actuation state of the first braking force generating sec-
tion and in the non-actuation state of the second braking
force generating section, to decrease the hydraulic pres-
sure of the first braking force generating section, and
thereby to switch the first braking force generating sec-
tion to the non-actuation state; and

a braking force characteristic control section configured to
control a braking force characteristic which is generated
by the first braking force generating section, and is asso-
ciated with switching of the braking force control
switching section,

wherein the braking force characteristic control section is
configured to limit decrease gradients of hydraulic pres-
sures of wheel cylinders provided to others of the plu-
rality of the wheels to a value equal to or smaller than a
predetermined gradient.

2. The vehicle control apparatus as claimed in claim 1,
wherein the vehicle control apparatus further comprises a first
hydraulic pressure generating section actuation state holding
section configured to hold a state of the hydraulic pressures of
the wheel cylinders after an end of an operation of a brake by
adriver after the actuation of the first braking force generating
section by the operation of the brake by the driver; and the
braking force control switching section is configured to per-
form the switching after the actuation of the first hydraulic
pressure generating section actuation state holding section.

3. The vehicle control apparatus as claimed in claim 2,
wherein the braking force characteristic control section is
configured to limit a decrease gradient of the hydraulic pres-
sure when the hydraulic pressure of one of the wheel cylin-
ders is decreased, to the value equal to or smaller than the
predetermined gradient.

4. The vehicle control apparatus as claimed in claim 3,
wherein the predetermined gradient of the hydraulic pressure
is set so that a cycle of noise generated in response to the
decrease of the hydraulic pressure of the first braking force
generating section becomes equal to or greater than a prede-
termined cycle of noise.

5. The vehicle control apparatus as claimed in claim 2,
wherein the braking force characteristic control section is
configured to increase the hydraulic pressure of the wheel
cylinder of the one ofthe plurality of wheels, which hydraulic
pressure is held by the first braking force generating section
actuation state holding section, and then to decrease the
hydraulic pressures of the wheel cylinders of the wheels.

6. The vehicle control apparatus as claimed in claim 5,
wherein the braking force characteristic control section is
configured to decrease the hydraulic pressures of the wheel
cylinders provided to the others of the plurality of wheels by
a predetermined amount, and to increase the hydraulic pres-
sure of the wheel cylinder provided to the one of the plurality
of wheels by the predetermined amount.

7. The vehicle control apparatus as claimed in claim 6,
wherein the braking force characteristic control section is
configured to determine a characteristic of the hydraulic pres-
sure to keep a total braking force upon the increase and the
decrease of the hydraulic pressures of the wheel cylinder.

8. The vehicle control apparatus as claimed in claim 2,
wherein the vehicle control apparatus further comprises a
vehicle stop state judging section configured to judge a stop
state of the vehicle; and the first braking force generating
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section actuation state holding section is configured to hold
the state of the hydraulic pressures of the wheel cylinders
after the vehicle stop state judging section judges the stop
state of the vehicle.

9. The vehicle control apparatus as claimed in claim 2,
wherein the predetermined condition is that a predetermined
time period elapses from the actuation of the first braking
force generating section actuation state holding section.

10. The vehicle control apparatus as claimed in claim 2,
wherein the vehicle control apparatus further comprises a
shift position sensing section configured to sense a shift posi-
tion of the vehicle, and a third braking force generating sec-
tion configured to use a driving force ofa driving source of the
vehicle; and the braking force characteristic control section is
configured to increase a driving torque of the third braking
force generating section when the sensed shift positionisina
forward position, and to decrease the hydraulic pressure gen-
erated by the first braking force generating section.

11. A vehicle control apparatus comprising:

a first braking force generating section configured to actu-
ated by a hydraulic pressure, wheel cylinders provided
to a plurality of wheels mounted to a vehicle, and
thereby to generate a braking force to the wheels by
sandwiching discs by brake pads;

a second braking force generating section provided to one
of the plurality of the wheels, provided as a section
different from the first braking force generating section,
and arranged to provide to a braking force to the wheels;

a first hydraulic pressure generating section actuation state
holding section configured to actuate the first braking
force generating section in accordance with a brake
operation of a driver, and then to hold an actuation state
of the first braking force generating section;

a braking force control section switching section config-
ured to automatically switch the second braking force
generating section from a non-actuation state to an
actuation state when the first hydraulic pressure gener-
ating section actuation state holding section holds the
actuation state and a predetermined condition is satisfied
in the non-actuation state of the second braking force
generating section; and

a braking force characteristic control section configured to
control a braking force characteristic generated by the
first hydraulic pressure generating section actuation
state holding section at the switching of the braking
force control section switching section,

wherein the braking force characteristic control section is
configured to decrease hydraulic pressures of others of
the plurality of wheels before the switching of the sec-
ond braking force generating section from the non-ac-
tuation state to the actuation state, and

wherein the braking force characteristic control section is
configured to increase the hydraulic pressure of the
wheel cylinder of one of the plurality of wheels, which
hydraulic pressure is held by the first braking force gen-
erating section actuation state holding section, and then
to decrease hydraulic pressures of the wheel cylinders.

12. The vehicle control apparatus as claimed in claim 11,
wherein the braking force characteristic control section is
configured to decrease the hydraulic pressures of the wheel
cylinders provided to the others of the plurality of wheels by
a predetermined amount, and to increase the hydraulic pres-
sure of the wheel cylinder provided to the one of the plurality
of wheels by the predetermined amount.

13. The vehicle control apparatus as claimed in claim 12,
wherein the braking force characteristic control section is
configured to determine a characteristic of the hydraulic pres-
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sure to keep a total braking force upon the increase and the
decrease of the hydraulic pressures of the wheel cylinder.

14. The vehicle control apparatus as claimed in claim 11,
wherein the braking force characteristic control section is
configured to limit a decrease gradient of the hydraulic pres-
sure when the hydraulic pressure of one of the wheel cylin-
ders is decreased, to a value equal to or smaller than a prede-
termined gradient.

15. The vehicle control apparatus as claimed in claim 14,
wherein the braking force characteristic control section is
configured to limit decrease gradients of the hydraulic pres-
sures of the wheel cylinders provided to the others of the
plurality of the wheels, to the value equal to or smaller than
the predetermined gradient.

16. The vehicle control apparatus as claimed in claim 11,
wherein the vehicle control apparatus further comprises a
shift position sensing section configured to sense a shift posi-
tion of the vehicle, and a third braking force generating sec-
tion configured to use a driving force ofa driving source of the
vehicle; and the braking force characteristic control section is
configured to increase a driving torque of the third braking
force generating section when the sensed shift positionisina
forward position, and to decrease the hydraulic pressure gen-
erated by the first braking force generating section.

17. A vehicle control method comprising:

stopping a vehicle by sandwiching discs rotating with

wheels by brake pads each provided to a first braking
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force generating section by a brake operation of a driver,
the vehicle having an automatic parking brake config-
ured to generate a braking force to one of the wheels;

holding a braking force by the first braking force generat-
ing section after the stop of the vehicle until a predeter-
mined condition is satisfied;
decreasing the braking force by disengaging the brake pads
and the discs by the first braking force generating section
after satisfaction of the predetermined condition;

decreasing the braking force by a predetermined amount
by the first braking force generating section which is
acted to others of the wheels at switching to the auto-
matic parking brake, which is a section different from
the first braking force generating section; and

acting the predetermined decreased amount of the braking

force to the one of the wheels; or limiting decrease
gradients of the braking forces generated at the others of
the wheels, to a value equal to or smaller than a prede-
termined gradient.

18. The vehicle control method as claimed in claim 17,
wherein the vehicle control method further comprises cancel-
ing a driving torque of a driving source and the braking force
by decreasing the braking force generated by the first braking
force generating section while the driving torque of the driv-
ing source is increased when a shift position is a forward
position.



